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AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 
COURSE SYLLABUS 

INSTRUCTOR: Teah Ardoin 
SEMESTER: Fall 2025 
COURSE NUMBER (CODE), TITLE, AND SECTION NUMBER: 422994 Political Science C1000 
PREREQUISITES: none 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course is an introduction to government and politics in the United States and California. 

DAY AND TIME OF CLASS MEETING: Tues, 9:00-11:50 AM 

LOCATION OF CLASS: E211 
OFFICE HOURS/CONTACT INFORMATION FOR INSTRUCTOR: M & W 12:00-1:00 PM 
PHONE NUMBER: (925) 341-0542 

E-MAIL:  tardoin1@sfsu.edu 

WEBPAGE: HTTPS://WWW.TEAHARDOIN.COM/  

TEXT: Krutz, Glen. 2019. American Government 2e. Houston, TX: OpenStax. (Copy URL in your search engine: 
https://openstax.org/details/books/american-government-2e) 

ISBN: 13: 978-1-951693-38-1 
SUPPLEMENTARY READING MATERIALS:  The United States Constitution  
COURSE POLICIES: You are expected to complete reading assignments prior to class and be prepared to contribute to 

class discussions and activities based on the reading assignments. 
ATTENDANCE: Attendance is required and will be taken at the beginning of class. 
TARDY AND LEAVING EARLY: Coming late to class is acceptable, provided you discuss your personal scheduling problems 

with me in advance. However, once in class, you must stay for the full session. If you must leave class early, merely 
speak with me quietly, and you will be excused. Simply packing up and walking out of class early, prior to the end of 
class, is disruptive, unacceptable, and will be counted as an absence. 

CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE (CELL PHONES, CIVILITY EXPECTATIONS): All cell phones must be turned off during class.  
CLASS PARTICIPATION: WHAT CONSTITUTES GOOD PARTICIPATION? SPECIFICALLY: Actively engaging in the classroom and 

speaking more than once during class meetings. 

HOW CLASS PARTICIPATION WILL BE ASSESSED OR GRADED: Class participation is important for you to grasp the material 
properly. Your participation is based on your attendance and active engagement in the classroom. 

MISSED EXAMS/MAKE-UP EXAMS OR ASSIGNMENTS: There are make-up exams for a sufficient reason. You need to plan 
with me to reschedule your exam. 

MISSED ASSIGNMENTS/MAKE-UP ASSIGNMENTS: Assignments may be turned in late, provided they are all turned in by the 
day of the final exams.  

GRADING:  The following grading scale will be applied –  
90-100 = A  
80-89 = B  
70-79 = C  
60-69 = D  
BELOW 59 = F  

ASSIGNMENT POINT SCHEMA: Assignments and Exams will be given points according to the following scale 
Quiz #1 – Chap 1-5 – 100 pts 
Quiz #2 – Chap 7-11 – 100 pts 
Quiz #3 – Chap 12-17 – 100 pts 
Final Exam – Comprehensive – 100 pts 
Two Essays – 50 pts x 2 = 100pts 
Class Participation – 100 pts  
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Total = 600pts 
 

Your percentage achievement will be computed by dividing your cumulative point total by 600. 

Example:  
Quiz #1 – Chap 1-5 – 80 pts 
Quiz #2 – Chap 7-11 – 75 pts 
Quiz #3 – Chap 12-17 – 85 pts 
Final Exam – Comprehensive – 70 pts 
Two Essays – 95 pts 
Class Participation – 80 pts  
Total = 485pts 
 
485/600 = 80.8% 
 
Applied to the grading scale 80.8% = “B” for semester grade 

GRADE APPEALS PROCEDURES: See the College catalog for grade appeal procedures 
LAB SAFETY/HEALTH CONCERNS: PLEASE KEEP YOUR DESK AREA CLEAN AND SANITARY.  
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY – CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM:   
Student academic dishonesty consists of the following:  
1. Cheating. Intentionally using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information, or study aids in any academic 

exercise. 
2. Fabrication. Intentional and unauthorized falsification or invention of any information or citation in an academic 

exercise. 
3. Facilitating Academic Dishonesty. Intentionally or knowingly helping or attempting to help another student to violate 

any provision of this code. 
4. Plagiarism. Intentionally or knowingly representing the words or ideas of another person as one's own in any academic 

exercise. 
 
Plagiarism Rewriting, paraphrasing, summarizing, and putting a passage into one’s own words without recognizing the 

original source is still plagiarism: credit must be given to the author or creator. Plagiarism can have serious 
consequences, including course failure and/or expulsion. Please refer to the “Student Rights and Responsibilities” 
section of the College Catalog. The following are examples of plagiarism:  

A. Copying and pasting text from CD-ROMs. 
B. Copying and pasting text from websites. 
C. Transcribing text from printed material, such as books, magazines, encyclopedias or newspapers. 
D. Modifying or scanning any text. 
E. Replacing words in the text using a thesaurus. 
F. Using copyrights, trademarks, patents, speeches, and artistic creations without permission or acknowledgment. 
G. Using photographs, images, video, or audio without permission or acknowledgment. 
H. Using another student’s work and claiming it as your own (even with permission). 
I. Translating texts from a foreign language does not constitute original work and falls under the guidelines for 

quotations, summaries, and paraphrasing. 
AVAILABLE SUPPORT SERVICES (TUTORS OR WRITING LABS): Attendance is optional.  
Optional Policy Elements of the Syllabus 
INFORMATION ABOUT HOW STUDENTS WILL BE NOTIFIED OF GRADE: Grades will be posted online on the student’s account in 

the college portal. 

INFORMATION ABOUT WHERE STUDENT WORK CAN BE RETRIEVED; HOW LONG STUDENT WORK WILL BE HELD BY 
INSTRUCTOR: All student work not claimed by the end of the course will be held by the instructor for one semester. 

SUGGESTIONS FOR STUDENT SUCCESS IN THE COURSE: ATTENDANCE is mandatory. 
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES STATEMENT:  Students with disabilities, whether physical, learning, or psychological, who 

believe that they may need accommodations in this class, are encouraged to contact Disabled Students Programs 
and Services (DSPS) as soon as possible to ensure that such Accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.  
Please meet with DSPS Staff to verify your eligibility for any classroom accommodation and Academic assistance 
related to your disability.  DSPS is in the Student Services building next to Admissions and Records.  
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EQUAL OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT: The College is committed to Equal Employment Opportunity for all persons and to 
provide educational and employment opportunities free from discrimination on the basis of ethnic group identification, 
national origin, religion, age, veteran status, sex, race, color, ancestry, sexual orientation, or physical or mental 
disabilities, and other physical or verbal conduct or communication constituting sexual harassment. 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:   

Objective 1: Understanding of the structure of government, the executive, legislative, and judicial branches. 
Objective 2: Understanding of democracy and citizens’ rights. 
Objective 3: Understanding of political parties, super PACs, and lobbyists.  
Objective 4: Basic understanding of state and local government, domestic policy, and foreign policy. 
 
IMPORTANT CALENDAR DATES:   Fall 2025 SEMESTER 

August 
August 18 – Day and Evening classes start. 
August 22 – Last day to add a class without permission in person. 
August 23 – Saturday classes start. 

   August 24 – Last day to add a class without permission online. 

September 
September – Last day to add a class with permission. Last day to drop a course without receiving a “W” 
and receive a full refund. 

October 
October 10 – Last day to petition for AA or AS degrees. 
October 15 – No classes, school professional day. 

November 
November 11 – Veteran’s Day. 
November 12 – Last day to drop a class and receive a “W.” 
November 27-30 – Thanksgiving Holiday. 

December 
December 6 – Last day to petition for a Pass/No Pass Grading. 
December 7-13 – Final Exams 
December 13 – The end of the fall semester. 
December 20 – All final grades due. 
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CALENDAR OR SCHEDULE OF CLASS READINGS, TOPICS, AND ASSIGNMENTS   

WEEK DATE CHAPTER TOPIC ASSIGNMENT 

1 AUG 19TH 1 AMERICAN GOVERNMENT READ CHAPTER 1 

2 AUG 26TH   2 THE CONSTITUTION READ CHAPTER 2 

3 SEP 2ND 3 FEDERALISM READ CHAPTER 3 

4 SEP 9TH  4 & 5 CIVIL LIBERTIES & RIGHTS READ CHAPTERS 4 & 5 

5 SEP 16TH  7 QUIZ #1 & VOTING AND 
ELECTIONS 

QUIZ #1 CHAP 1-5 
READ CHAPTER 7, BRING A 

SCANTRON 
6 SEP 23RD  8 MEDIA READ CHAPTER 8 

7 SEP 30TH 9 ESSAY #1 ROUNDTABLE & 
POLITICAL PARTIES ESSAY #1 & READ CHAPTER 9 

8 OCT 7TH 10 & 11 INTEREST GROUPS, LOBBYISTS, 
& CONGRESS READ CHAPTERS 10 &11 

9 OCT 14TH  12 QUIZ #2 & THE PRESIDENT QUIZ #2 READ CHAP 12, BRING A 
SCANTRON 

10 OCT 21ST 13 THE JUDICIAL SYSTEM READ CHAPTERS 13 

11 OCT 28TH  14 LOCAL GOVERNMENT READ CHAPTERS 14 

12 NOV 4TH 15 BUREAUCRACY READ CHAPTER 15 

13 NOV 11TH -- NO CLASS NO READING ASSIGNED 

14 NOV 18TH 16 & 17 DOMESTIC & FOREIGN POLICY READ CHAPTERS 16 & 17 

15 NOV 25TH -- QUIZ #3 QUIZ #3 & REVIEW CHAPTERS 1-
5; 7-11, BRING A SCANTRON 

16 NOV 27TH-30TH  THANKSGIVING 
BREAK   

17 DEC 2ND -- ESSAY #2 ROUNDTABLE ESSAY #2 & REVIEW CHAPTERS 
12-17 

18 DEC 9TH  -- FINAL EXAM COMPREHENSIVE EXAM, BRING A 
SCANTRON 
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Grading Rubric – Written Assignments 
 

Area of 
Assessment Exceptional Competent Acceptable Below Acceptable Work 

Analysis and 
synthesis of 

problem 
Relates the concepts to the topic. Satisfactory relation of concepts. Few connections of concepts 

with the topic. 
No relation between 
concepts and the topic. 

Logic, clarity and 
organization of 

response 

Ideas are organized and well 
developed. Satisfactory organization of ideas.  Not enough organization. Unreadable and a lack of 

organization. 

Mechanics of 
paper. 

Free of grammatical errors and 
articulated well. 

Very few grammatical errors and 
basic articulation. 

The structure is satisfactory, 
but there is a pattern of 
grammatical errors. 

An abundance of 
grammatical errors and not 
well written. 

Overall 
effectiveness of 

argument 

Clear communication style that 
effectively argues and persuades on 
the subject area. 

Decent communication usage and 
basic persuasive arguments. 

Not enough persuasive 
arguments, but basic 
communication is fine. 

No clear arguments 
presented. 

Total Points = 100% of Distributed Points 80% of Distributed Points 60% of Distributed Points 40% of Distributed 
Points 
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Grading Rubric – In Class Discussions and Activity Participation 
 

Criterion Exceptional Very Good Acceptable Unacceptable 

Content 

The speaker does an excellent job 
of explaining and discussing the 
material. Makes insights and 
highlights important concepts.  

The speaker does a very 
good job of explaining and 
discussing the material. 
Makes an effort to discuss 
pertinent topics relevant to 
the discussion.  

The speaker does an 
adequate job of discussing 
and explaining materials. 
Makes brief statements that 
connect to the topic.  

 Does not add anything to the 
discussion or makes no 
connection to the topic in your 
comments. 

Organization 
 Well-structured speech that is 
presented in a well-spoken manner. 

 Speaker does a good job at 
organizing thoughts and the 
audience can connect. 

The audience has trouble 
understanding how you 
organize your ideas. 

The audience cannot connect 
to the organization of your 
thoughts. 

Use of 
Technology / 

Graphics / Visual 
Aids 

The speaker uses visuals in an 
exceptional way. Interesting and 
creative displays. 

The speaker uses visuals in 
a very good manner with 
some creativity. 

The speaker uses some 
visuals. 

The speaker does not use any 
visuals. 

Speaking Skills 

The speaker is articulate and 
composed, yet enthusiastic about 
the subject. 

The speaker does a good 
job presenting themselves 
and is well-spoken. 

The speaker needs 
improvement, but can present 
an acceptable speech. For 
example, the student needs 
to maintain more eye contact 
during their speech. 

The speaker was unable to 
present an acceptable speech. 
Problems with speech and 
presence. 

Total Points 100% of Distributed Points 80% of Distributed 
Points 60% of Distributed Points 40% of Distributed Points 

 
Source: GED-548-41-Effective College Teaching – Electronic Syllabus Template with SLOs and Grading Rubric 
 
DISCLAIMER: This syllabus is subject to change without prior notice. 


